
CATEGORIES 

A. Grade K-5 individual, class, and small group projects are divided into 3 categories: 

 Life Science 

 Physical Science 

 Earth and Space Science 

B. The selection of the category is the responsibility of the student with guidance from the 

teacher and parents. 

 

DISPLAYS 

A. Students may have assistance with basic display construction; however, is it highly 

recommended that the arrangement of display materials on the display board be done by the 

student. 

B. Projects should be free standing and not utilize more than 30 inches by 48 inches of space on a 
table. 

C. Displays must be durably constructed and self-supporting. Displays may not be taped, glued, 

or in any way attached to tables, walls, floors, or fixtures. 

D. Science Fair participant or school name/logos may not appear on display materials. Names 

should be on a separate sheet of paper attached by to the board by a paper clip or other 

temporary means. 

 

DISPLAY RESTRICTIONS 

A. Chemicals and any liquids (including household products) soils, food, gases, open 

flames, and explosives may not be displayed. Wrappers for these items may be used 

instead. 

B. Pictures of dead or dissected animals may not be displayed. 

C. Controlled or illegal substances, including over the counter drugs, prescription drugs, 

alcohol, or tobacco may not be part of the entire display. 

D. Knives, syringes, or any sharp objects are not to be displayed. 

E. Any item that can be easily pulled off and swallowed will be removed or secured by the 

Elementary Science Department. 

F. Straight pin, tacks, and staples are not to be used to secure materials onto display boards. 

 

 
PROHIBITED RESEARCH 

Research involving humans, animals, mold, human blood, and pathogens 

A. Projects involving humans, animals, human blood and pathogenic agents (bacteria, mold (bread 

mold included), viruses, fungi, parasites, etc.) are PROHIBITED. This also applies to all 

pathogens-human, non-human, and plants. 

 
Research involving weapons 

A. Weapons include any kind of gun, arrows, catapults, knives, darts, paint ball guns, or 

explosives (including rocketry engines). Any projects including these items are prohibited at 

the elementary level. Any objects that would cause bodily harm are prohibited. 

 

Exception: If a student wishes to do a project that might violate the prohibited 

research guidelines, then certain exceptions can be made. All exceptions must be 

approved at the start of project preparation by the classroom teacher. Students who 

complete a project granted “Exception Status” should understand that their project 

will not be eligible for the competition in the district science fair. 


